
 

 
 
    As summer reaches its peak, we look forward to cele-
braƟng the Fourth of July, a day that reminds us of the cour-
age, sacrifice, and vision of those who founded our naƟon. 
Independence Day is more than fireworks and parades—it is 
an opportunity to reflect on the freedoms we enjoy and the 
responsibiliƟes we share as Americans. We encourage all 

members, families, and community residents to parƟcipate in local celebra-
Ɵons (see invitaƟons included) and proudly display the American flag. 
 
    This year also marks an exciƟng milestone as our naƟon conƟnues prepara-
Ɵons for America 250, the commemoraƟon of the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the DeclaraƟon of Independence in 1776. Throughout the coming 
months and years, communiƟes across the country will honor the people, 
events, and ideals that have shaped the United States. The American Legion is 
proud to play a role in preserving our naƟon's history and inspiring future 

generaƟons to understand and appreciate our American heritage. 
 
    Looking ahead to September, we will commemorate the 25th year Patriot Day on September 11. This sol-
emn day honors the memory of the nearly 3,000 lives lost in the terrorist aƩacks of 2001 and recognizes the 
bravery of first responders, military personnel, and ordinary ciƟzens who demonstrated extraordinary cour-
age. We encourage everyone to take a moment to remember those we lost and to reflect on the resilience 
and unity that emerged during one of our naƟon's most challenging Ɵmes.  Plan to aƩend the ceremony on 
the Green at noon that day.  
 
    As Legionnaires, we remain commiƩed to the principles of service, patrioƟsm, and support for our veter-
ans, acƟve-duty military, and their families. Thank you for your conƟnued dedicaƟon to our post and our 
community. Together, we honor the past, serve the present, and help build a stronger future for America. 
For God and Country. 
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 Membership Update  
 
    The naƟonal 2026 formal membership renewal campaign will end-
ed on the last day of June.   This will make room for the 2027 na-
Ɵonal campaign to begin in July.    I will sƟll accept 2026 renewals 
and new members through November at $45.00.  The 2027 cam-
paign dues amount will be $50.00.  You should start seeing the 2027 
campaign mailing someƟme in July as previously stated.   Please pay your dues 
upon receiving your first noƟce.  This will assist us reaching our quota early and 
gain us rebates.     
    If you haven’t paid your 2026 dues or haven’t received your 2026 membership 
card, don’t hesitate to reach out to John Dernberger (Membership Chair).   
jp.dernberger@gmail.com  
 

Buckeye Boys and Girls State Program 
      Joanne Zonatos (Post BS/GS Chair) By the Ɵme of this being published our Post spon-
sored delegates to the 2026 Boys State and Girls State programs will have completed their 
experience.   The POST / AUXILLARY sponsored 3 Boys and 4 Girls this year.   These programs 
are an excellent youth and community outreach program for the Post.  We are extremely 
pleased that this year we had representaƟon from Thomas Worthington,  Worthington Kil-
bourne,  Worthington ChrisƟan, and DeSales high schools.   We expect to add Upper Arling-
ton next year.      
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 Membership Quota War: 
ReflecƟons and AcƟon Points 

Current Status of the Membership Quota War 
    We have reached a criƟcal point in the Membership Quota War where it is no longer possible to recover, and we 
must accept the reality of not meeƟng membership goals. Throughout the past year, much advice has been shared; 
advice that has consistently proven to be sound, logical, and effecƟve in generaƟng posiƟve results. Despite these 
efforts, five Posts in our District remain significantly behind; having failed to reach the 80% mark, and four Posts have 
yet to achieve 90%. It is not my intenƟon to single out or criƟcize any Post Officers; beliƩling others serves no pur-
pose. Members are the lifeblood of every Post—without them, our organizaƟon cannot survive. It is essenƟal to re-
member that we are the voice for all veterans and serve as advocates for their needs through government channels.     
The responsibility to maintain a strong and acƟve membership lies with us, for the benefit of both veterans and our 
community. 

OpportuniƟes for Membership Growth 
    Franklin County is home to one of the largest concentraƟons of veterans in the state of Ohio. Given this fact, it is 
completely possible for any Post in this District to have 500 members, especially when proven strategies are available 
to help Posts grow their membership. If we could achieve that we would be the largest District in Ohio. Could you 
imagine that “the Capital 12th District Leading the Way”. One effecƟve method is making phone calls to those 888 
members in your area—this is an excellent starƟng point. AddiƟonally, every interacƟon with a Veteran, whether on 
the street, at a community event or even in the Market shopping, presents an opportunity to talk about the Ameri-
can Legion to those you meet, and invite them to your Post. Offer a specific invitaƟon—ask when they might be able 
to visit, let them know about ongoing acƟviƟes, and assure them you will be there to welcome them. OpportuniƟes 
to engage and recruit are everywhere; it is simply a maƩer of recognizing them and taking acƟon. 

Leadership and the Path Forward 
    With Post elecƟons approaching, it is Ɵme to idenƟfy and select individuals who are passionate about the steward-
ship and future of our Posts. It is vital to choose candidates who are genuinely commiƩed to the wellbeing of the 
Post. A strong, funcƟoning ExecuƟve Board is crucial to the success of any Post—decisions should not rest with a sin-
gle individual. Legionnaires must elect officers who are not only interested in posiƟons of high regard, but are dedi-
cated to performing their duƟes diligently and effecƟvely. 
    This dedicaƟon directly impacts membership: a strong ExecuƟve Board nurtures a strong Post, and a strong Post, in 
turn, supports its members. SaƟsfied members share their posiƟve experiences with other veterans, fostering pride 
and encouraging others to join. This is an example of Cause and Effect. NegaƟvity in the Post is a KILLER and it 
spreads quickly. 
    I’m on your side. 
 
Regards, 
Joe (Woody) Woodrum 
1st Vice Commander 
American Legion Department of Ohio 
12th "Capitol" District 
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    As American ciƟzens each of us has the right to 
peaceably assemble. This means we can aƩend 
rallies and protests etc. As The American Legion, 
we lobby on behalf of veterans, the military and 
their combined families. That is our job and mis-
sion. We can speak at events that promote veter-
ans and our Military if invited to or are inter-
viewed by media. 
    However, as legionnaires, we must be mindful 
of aƩending rallies and other events that may be 
deemed parƟsan poliƟcally. AƩending such events 

comes with caveats. As legionnaires, we cannot wear any item of American Legion clothing i.e. shirts, coats, 
jackets, hats or caps etc. of ANY TYPE while aƩending said events. 
    We can speak at such events if invited to or are interviewed by media. However, here again you cannot 
refer to the American Legion in any way shape or form. This includes SAL and Legion Riders. I’m confident 
that the American Legion Auxiliary holds the same policy. 
    You ask why? Because, wearing such things and/or referring to the American Legion while speaking could 
very well be misconstrued as the American Legion approves of or agrees with said events and what is said 
at such events by those who are members in aƩendance. 
    The next caveat is BEHAVIOR. While aƩending such events that are poliƟcal in nature your proper be-
havior is paramount. You cannot act or do anything that would bring a negaƟve light or view upon the    
American Legion in any way. The American Legion is VERY protecƟve of its brand and does not tolerate any-
thing that they deem negaƟve towards the legion and its history and reputaƟon. 
If you follow these rules, you will be fine. 
Remember, Legion before self. 

Korean Conflict Program  (Sept 2026) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Work has begun to present a program in the Sept Ɵmeframe to honor those that served during the Korean Conflict 
era.    Based on the Post’s membership records we have eighteen (18) veterans from this era.   Would like to extend 
the invitaƟon to those Veterans to parƟcipate in some way.   Please contact either Glenn Luksik or John Dernberger 

if you would like to be involved / included in some way.   
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Hundreds of Worthington residents gathered along the High St. 
parade route on May 25, for the annual Memorial Day Parade.   
The parade each year is organized and sponsored by our Post.  
Thanks to Joe Lippert and all that parƟcipated! Your involvement 
is greatly appreciated and ensured Post 239 provided an out-
standing event in remembrance of those that made the ulƟmate 
sacrifice.  
May they never be forgoƩen!  
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Patriots Day  (Sept 11th, 2026) 
    Mark your calendars!  Ceremony will begin at 12 noon on the Village 
Green and will commemorate the Sept 11 aƩacks and honor first re-
sponders, volunteers, and those who lost their lives.  We will once 
again be posƟng 2977 American Flags at the intersecƟon of High 
Street and Dublin-Granville Road.   Stay tuned on how you can support 
this event.  

 

 Community Outreach Table (12 Sept 2026)  Worthington’s Farmer’s Market.    
    Twice each year, the Post reaches out to the Community through the Farmers Market ven-
ue.  The purpose of this outreach is to inform, educate and socialize the American Legion 
purpose and tenants of their local post.    We provide Voter RegistraƟon forms, copies of the 
DeclaraƟon of Independence, U.S. ConsƟtuƟon and how to properly display and respect the 
American Flag.   We also have informaƟon on both Buckeye Boys and Girls State programs. 
And of course, we solicit new members for the American Legion Family ( Post, Squadron, 
Riders, and Auxiliary )  and provide associated pamphlets.   
    Always looking for more volunteers for this outreach event between the hours of 8 am to 
noon.  Contact Joe Lippert and / or John Dernberger  
 

Korean Conflict Program  (28 Sept 2026  McConnell Arts Center,  7PM) 
    Work has begun in conjuncƟon with the City of Worthington to pre-
sent a program on Sept, 28th to honor those that served during the Ko-
rean Conflict era.   Based on the Post’s membership records we have 
eighteen (18) veterans from this era.  The event is FREE and will be held 
at the McConnell Arts Center.   You will need to register for the event 
due to limited seaƟng on the McConnell Arts webpage (hƩps://
mcconnellarts.org)  See Page 4 
 

FUNERAL DETAIL / RIFLE TEAM      
    Have you ever been interested in being a member of the Post Funeral Detail / Rifle Team?   
The Post is always looking for addiƟonal personnel to be added to the list.   These events can 
be short noƟce, so the more individuals we have available, the beƩer chance we have of ful-
filling these requests.    Please provide your telephone # and email address to John Dern-
berger (jp.dernberger@gmail.com) 



 

    Join the American Legion RIders in the Harley-Davidson® Let's 
Ride Challenge® Ride for Heroes that kicked off on February 27 
and runs through October 31, 2026 
   Every mile ridden counts toward a $1 million donaƟon to sup-
port our heroes. 
For more informaƟon go to Challenge American Legion Riders 
 
Glenn Luksik 
American Legion Riders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
hƩps://www.legion.org/informaƟon-center/news/be-the-one/2024/march/be

-the-one-training-tackles-how-to-help-those-in-suicidal-crisis 
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Pass this along to any 
Veteran who would be 
interested in joining! 
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Copy and paste this link into your browser to access the Honor Flight Application: 
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://3e07794c-fd44-4a3c-9246-32a051f83cdf.filesusr.com/

ugd/69091b_bdd167a55360410ebf64ace0d5193c21.pdf 
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    EA+ is a dependable American Legion Department endorsed 
program that helps you handle almost any crisis when you're 
away from home. It's a criƟcal safety net that helps pay for emer-
gencies your health insurance generally will NOT cover and is 
available at a price you'll find hard to believe. Not because it's 
too costly, but because it's so reasonable. 
Copy and paste the link into your browser and sign up today! 
hƩps://www.emergencyassistanceplus.com/lp/lit-cc/?
nab=0&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LT49359&utm
_content=enroll1&utm_client=LIT&utm_promo=Partner90&utm_tcode=E3219 
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Plans are in the works to  
celebrate our Post anniversary 

in October.   
Mark your calendars for  

Saturday, October 10, and help 
celebrate this milestone. 

 More info will be forthcoming.   
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Get ready to trade in the everyday routine for sunshine,  
ocean breezes, tropical beaches, and unforgettable memories  

because the American Legion Cruise 2028 is officially happening! 
April 13–18, 2028 
Departing from Fort Lauderdale aboard Celebrity Cruises 
Ports of Call: 
Grand Turk 
Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic 
Whether you’re looking to relax on beautiful beaches, enjoy amazing food and 
entertainment, reconnect with fellow Legion members, or simply get away for a 
few days, this cruise has something for everyone. 
Staterooms are available starting from just $438 per person. 
This is more than just a vacation, it’s an opportunity to make memories, 
strengthen friendships, and enjoy an incredible experience together at sea. 
Spots will fill quickly, so if you are interested, now is the time to reserve your 
place. 
For more information or to sign up, please contact: 
Ty Bowers 
ty.a.bwrs@gmail.com 
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      16 
Members 
Meeting 
7:30 p.m.  

      20 
Members 
Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

      17 
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Meeting 
7:30 p.m.   

 Friday 
Dinners 

11 
Patriots 

Day  

28 
Korean  

Program  


