
 

 
 
   As we welcome the arrival of spring, we look forward to longer days, 
warmer weather, and renewed opportuniƟes to gather as a community. 
This season reminds us of growth, resilience, and the enduring spirit of 
service that defines our Legion family. 
    If you have not had the opportunity to visit the Post since the remodel 
of the canteen, please stop by. 

Upcoming Holidays & Observances 
In the months ahead, we recognize several important dates: 

Easter – A Ɵme of renewal and reflecƟon for many of our members and their families 
Memorial Day (May 25, 2026) – A solemn occasion when we honor the brave men and wom-
en who gave their lives in service to our naƟon 
Armed Forces Day (May 16, 2026) – A Ɵme to recognize those currently serving in all branch-
es of the U.S. military 
    We encourage all members to parƟcipate in our Memorial Day ceremonies as we conƟnue 
our proud tradiƟon of remembrance.  This will be our 107th year of conƟnuous hosƟng. 
                                                            

                              Post AcƟviƟes & Community 
    Spring is a busy season for our Post. We will be organizing community outreach events, supporƟng local veterans, and prepar-
ing for Memorial Day services. Volunteers are always welcome—your Ɵme and dedicaƟon make a difference. 

                                                                     
                                                                    Current Events 
    We recognize that many of our service members, veterans, and their families are closely following the ongoing conflict involving 
the United States and Iran. The situaƟon began in February 2026 with major military operaƟons and conƟnues to evolve, im-
pacƟng service members and global stability. We grieve for the loss of the brave service members of the Ohio Air NaƟonal Guard 
assigned to the 121st Air Refueling Wing, based at Rickenbacker Air NaƟonal Guard Base who were killed in a KC-135 Stratotanker 
crash in western Iraq on March 12, 2026.  
    As always, we keep all those serving overseas in our thoughts and prayers. We remain commiƩed to supporƟng our troops, 
veterans, and their families during uncertain Ɵmes. 
Looking Ahead 
    Let us move forward this season with unity, purpose, and pride in our shared mission. Together, we conƟnue to serve our veter-
ans, our community, our State, and our naƟon. 
For God and Country, 
Glenn Luksik 
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 Membership Update  
 

    The naƟonal 2026 membership campaign is winding down in prep for the 2027 
campaign to begin in July 2026.   At this Ɵme, the post sets at 94.3% of our quota of 248 
members.  There are 31 expired members from 2025.  If you don’t have your 2026 Mem-
bership Card, please reach out to John Dernberger (Membership Chair).     
 

Post Dues Increase to $50.00 / yr for 2027 
    In Jan 2026, the Ohio Department ExecuƟve CommiƩee (DEC) voted to place a resoluƟon 
on the ConvenƟon floor to increase the Ohio Department per capita from $9.00 to $14.00. This $5.00 in-
crease is necessary to maintain the services currently provided by the Dept of Ohio..  Post 239 discussed a 
$5.00 increase to our dues at the Feb and Mar meeƟngs.   At the March 2026 Post meeƟng the members 
present approved a $5.00 increase to our dues.   When you receive your 2027 Membership noƟces arriving 
in the July 2026 Ɵmeframe, you should see the new amount reflected.  If you have any quesƟons, feel free 
to reach out to John Dernberger (Membership Chair).     

 
 

 
 
 
 

     
    Poppy LeƩers have been sent out!!!  Please consider a donaƟon to this important program. 

100% of ALL funds raised in our Poppy Program are used to support veterans and acƟve-duty military.  Your donaƟon 
counts!   
    Poppy Chairman BeƩy Scurlock reported that last year an amazing  $2,376.00 was raised and would love to in-
crease that this year.  
    If you did not receive your leƩer in the mail, please see the aƩached form on Page 3   
    The Auxiliary is also excited about starƟng a project that will last over the next few months.  We will be making 
scarves and hats for the veterans that aƩend the  Central Ohio Stand Down, October 2026.  
    Thank you to Barb O’Connor for spearheading this amazing project for our veterans.  We can use all hands on deck 
to complete this project.  I’m not sure how many we will be able to get done, but as a reference…..there are approxi-
mately 500  veterans that aƩend the Central Ohio Stand Down.    
    We are asking our Legion Families & friends, ….If you have any ‘new or good as new’…. microfiber blankets that 
you would like to donate for this project, please drop off at Post 239.  Or if you can’t make it to the Post, please con-
tact Auxiliary President Paula Lombardo and she will make arrangements to pick up.   
AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
    If you are not already a member of The American Legion Auxiliary, we need you!   We have some outstanding pro-
jects we would like to pursue for our veterans & acƟve-duty military, along with community service, etc.…but we 
need more hands.  Please contact me if you would like more informaƟon.  
                                                                                      WHO CAN JOIN?   
    The mother, wife, daughter, sister, granddaughter, grandmother or male spouse of a female veteran member of 
The American Legion (living or deceased), is eligible to join the American Legion Auxiliary. A woman who is eligible 
for membership in The American Legion is also able to join the Auxiliary. 
                                              Our next meeƟng is Wednesday, April 15th @ 6pm at the Post 
 
In Service Not Self -  Paula Lombardo, President 
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Post EverlasƟng Ceremony 
We will honor the following deceased Veterans on 16 April  

 
 
     
    .   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Buckeye Boys and Girls State Program 
Joanne Zonatos (Post BS/GS Chair)  The 2026 Boys State and Girls State programs will be held in June.   
The POST / AUXILLARY will be sponsoring 3 Boys and 4 Girls this year.   These programs are an excellent 
youth and community outreach program for the Post.  We are extremely pleased that this year we have 
representaƟon from Thomas Worthington,  Worthington Kilbourne,  Worthington ChrisƟan, and DeSales 
high schools.   We expect to add Upper Arlington next year.   
 

Korean Conflict Program  (Sept 2026) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work has begun to present a program in the Sept Ɵmeframe to honor those that served during the Korean 
Conflict era.    Based on the Post’s membership records we have eighteen (18) veterans from this era.   
Would like to extend the invitaƟon to those Veterans to parƟcipate in some way.   Please contact either 
Glenn Luksik or John Dernberger if you would like to be involved / included in some way.   

Leasure-Blackston Post 239                                                                                                    Page 4 

2025 WWII Herbert McGeet 
2025 WWII John Delphia 

2025 KOREA   Don Pendell  
2025 VIETNAM  Dennis Smiley 
2025 VIETNAM  Ronald Wiles 

2026 KOREA  Maria Knepp 
2026 Vietnam  Stuart Sears 



 

    Join the American Legion RIders in the Harley-Davidson® Let's 
Ride Challenge® Ride for Heroes that kicked off on February 27 
and runs through October 31, 2026 
   Every mile ridden counts toward a $1 million donaƟon to sup-
port our heroes. 
For more informaƟon go to Challenge American Legion Riders 
 
Glenn Luksik 
American Legion Riders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
hƩps://www.legion.org/informaƟon-center/news/be-the-one/2024/march/be

-the-one-training-tackles-how-to-help-those-in-suicidal-crisis 

Leasure-Blackston Post 239                                                                                                    Page 5 



 

Leasure-Blackston Post 239                                                                                                    Page 6 

At our membership meeƟng on March 19, post member 
Tom Eschelman received a cerƟficate from American Legion NaƟonal 

Headquarters recognizing his 50 years as a loyal member of the  
American Legion 



 

Lawmakers consider more than 2 dozen bills  
to modernize and expand VA programs 

 
    A whopping 27 bills for reauthorizing specific veterans programs and policies were present-
ed Wednesday at an unusual hearing of the House Veterans’ Affairs CommiƩee that focused 
on eventually combining many of the iniƟaƟves into a single omnibus package for a vote in 
Congress. 
    The bills spanned improving health care access, government accountability and benefits for 
educaƟon and workforce readiness. Several pieces of legislaƟon focused on efforts to update 
infrastructure, operaƟons and processes at the Department of Veterans Affairs — affecƟng 
how medical faciliƟes are managed, how quickly new drugs are made available and how re-
search is prioriƟzed on veterans health. 
    “These bills aim to address ongoing issues that have hindered VA health care delivery over 
the years due to excessive bureaucracy and cumbersome processes, which has shiŌed the fo-
cus away from placing veterans at the center of everything VA does,” said Rep. Mike Bost, R-
Ill., the commiƩee chairman, at the start of the two-hour hearing. 
Some statutes and polices have not been meaningfully updated for 30 years, Bost said. 
    “When programs fall short, it is the duty of this commiƩee to ask quesƟons, demand an-
swers and make the legislaƟve changes to fix the problems. ReauthorizaƟon is not a procedur-
al exercise. It is how Congress evaluates whether programs are working as intended,” he said. 
The bills included 12 Republican-led and 15 Democrat-led pieces of legislaƟon. 
    Bills would align the VA’s naƟonal drug formulary with health care industry standards, up-
date VA’s leasing and construcƟon pracƟces, and reform processes for issuing contracts and 
making procurements. 
    Other bills sought to establish or significantly broaden veterans access to specific health 
programs. They included an iniƟaƟve to expand dental coverage to more veterans and for the 
first Ɵme provide VA mental health care to incarcerated veterans with PTSD, traumaƟc brain 
injuries and other service-connected condiƟons. 
     VA officials said they do not support the Dental Care for Veterans Act, led by Rep. Julia 
Brownley, D-Calif. The agency has “significant concern” about costs to implement the bill, said 
Phillip Christy, a principal execuƟve director and chief acquisiƟon officer at the VA. Of the ap-
proximately 9 million veterans enrolled in VA health care, only about 2.4 million currently 
qualify for coverage for dental services, he said. 
    The legislaƟon would establish an advisory commiƩee to guide the VA on further assisƟng 
toxic-exposed veterans. IdenƟfied toxins span burn pits, radiaƟon, herbicides including Agent 
Orange, and other hazardous materials. Task force members would include veterans as stake-
holders. 
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    Twice each year, the Post reaches out to the Community through the Farmers Market ven-
ue.  The purpose of this outreach is to inform, educate and socialize the American Legion pur-
pose and tenants of their local post.    We provide Voter RegistraƟon forms, copies of the Dec-
laraƟon of Independence, U.S. ConsƟtuƟon and how to properly display and respect the 
American Flag.   We also have informaƟon on both Buckeye Boys and Girls State programs. 
    And of course, we solicit new members for the American Legion Family (Post, Squadron, 
Riders, and Auxiliary) and provide associated pamphlets.   
    This event on February 28 was well received and we had plenty of interacƟon with young 
and old members of the community.  Even though we don’t see many immediate results, we 
feel this interacƟon both visually and verbally is very beneficial. 
John Dernberger  
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Pass this along to any 
Veteran who would be 
interested in joining! 
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Copy and paste this link into your browser to access the Honor Flight Application: 
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://3e07794c-fd44-4a3c-9246-32a051f83cdf.filesusr.com/

ugd/69091b_bdd167a55360410ebf64ace0d5193c21.pdf 
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      16 
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7:30 p.m.  

Friday 
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      21 
Members 
Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

      18 
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Meeting 
7:30 p.m.   

5 
Easter 

3 
Good 
Friday 

25 
Post  

Memorial 
Day  parade 


